Conference-Related Scholarships for Recreational Therapy Students
There are three conference-related scholarships available throughout the year for recreational therapy students.  In some ways, they are very similar.  Students from the state (NCRTA), region (SRTS) or internationally (ATRA) compete for an opportunity to gain more professional conference experience and are financially supported by the organization.  In return, students work at the conference helping with registration, acting as room hosts and CEU monitors, and other tasks as needed.  The main benefit is networking- you meet SO MANY RT professionals and students from other programs!
American Therapeutic Recreation Association Peg Connolly Scholarship
· This scholarship, named after past WCU RT faculty member Peg Connolly, who served as the first president of ATRA, has existed for decades.  Undergraduate and graduate students across the U.S. (and around the world) compete for this scholarship, which requires 5 written essays, transcripts, and reference letters.  You must also be a student member of ATRA.  More information about the ATRA Peg Connolly Scholarship: https://www.atra-online.com/page/PegConnolly
· Applications open February 1st, are due April 1st.  The ATRA conference is typically in September, and your responsibilities require you to be there for almost a week.
· Benefits include conference registration, lodging, and a small stipend, but the student is responsible for travel to the site.
Southeast Recreational Therapy Symposium Student & First Year Practitioner Scholarships
· SRTS offers student AND first-year practitioner scholarships.  Undergraduate students in the Southeast region of the U.S. will be applying.  It requires transcripts, letters of recommendation, and an updated resume.  More information about SRTS student and first-year practitioner scholarships: http://srts.info/scholarships/
· Applications are due on February 1st; we typically receive information about them being open in December.  The SRTS conference is typically in mid-April, and your responsibilities require you to be there for about four days.
· Benefits include registration and housing.  The student is responsible for meals and transportation.
North Carolina Recreational Therapy Association Annual Conference
· NCRTA offers a Past-Presidents’ scholarship award each year.  Recreational therapy students enrolled in an RT program in the state of North Carolina are eligible to apply.  It requires that you complete an online application and attach two letters of recommendation, a resume, and an unofficial transcript.  You must have a 3.0 GPA to apply.  For more information: https://www.ncrta.org/about/award-nominations/
· Applications are typically due at the beginning of September, and information comes out over the summer.  The NCRTA conference is typically in October.  Your responsibilities would be for a minimum of three days.
· Benefits include registration and housing.  The student is responsible for meals and transportation.
