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POLICY:   WCU’s Dietetic Internship Program participates in the Prior Assessed Learning (PAL) program recognized by the Accreditation Council for Education and Dietetics Education (ACEND). PAL is designed to grant internship credit in specific rotations of the internship based on the qualified applicant’s previous life experiences including work, volunteer, achievement, and graduate education.  Interns may be granted prior learning from other programs (i.e., dietetic technician training, culinary technology, hotel and tourism) or extensive work experience in practice (i.e. food service management, WIC nutritionist, dietetic technician).  Coursework in a DPD (didactic program in dietetics) undergraduate dietetics program is excluded from PAL.
PAL application process: Complete Form 1 (reference/contact person’s information, dates of experience) and the PAL form(s) applicable to the rotations for which you want to apply for PAL: Form 2 Food Service; Form 3 Community Nutrition; and Form 4 Clinical Nutrition. These forms will be available through the WCU’s DI Program website or by e-mailing the Dietetic Internship Director.

A PAL application is made after an applicant is officially appointed to the WCU Dietetic Internship (after D&D Digital matching process is complete) mid April for notification dates of the internship program. Deadline for PAL applications and documentation to be received by the WCU Dietetic Internship Program is the third Monday of May. Send materials to the WCU Dietetic Internship Program Director, 105 School of Health Sciences, 4121 Little Savannah Rd, Cullowhee, NC 28723. Questions may be directed to (828) 227-2659 or smrobison@email.wcu.edu.  No late applications will be accepted. 
The Internship Director will review all submitted PAL forms and determine if any credit will be given.  Additional documentation or clarification may be requested. Calls, e-mails or letters will be sent to contact persons listed on Form 1 to request verification of the applicant’s documentation for prior learning.  

An intern may receive PAL credit for up to 4 weeks of Food Service, up to 4 weeks of Community Nutrition and up to 3 weeks of Clinical Nutrition supervised practice rotations. Maximum rotation time credited to PAL may not exceed 6 weeks. Tuition and fees for the internship remain the same regardless of the amount of PAL credit awarded.  
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