Humanities

Julia McLeod, English 

Sponsor: Laura Wright, English

“Coloring the Birds in Jean Rhys’s Wide Sargasso Sea”

A substantive and coherent analysis that draws upon both contemporary theory and historical scholarship of this postcolonial revisioning of Bronte’s classic novel - well researched and conceived.

Sciences

Dawn Cusic, Biology 

Sponsor: Jim Costa

“Role of calling song in mate choice and reproductive isolation in the cryptic katydids Amblycorypha alexanderi, Amblycorypha rotundifolia, and a song morph known as “Craggy” (Orthoptera: Tettigoniidae)”

Using data collected in somewhat unusual ways, this is an impressive scholarly study of katydid mating habits. Katydid mating habits - how can you go wrong!

Business

Sentil Prakash Chinnachamy and Shree dhevi Rajagopalan, College of Business

Sponsors: Debasish Banerjee & Paul Jacques

“Editorial Favoritism in Academic Journals – A Case Study of MISQ”

An interesting analysis of academic journal bias based upon author/editor affiliations – but perhaps it would be hard to find an academic journal willing to publish it!

Health

Karen McLaughlin MSN/FNP and Kathy S. Jenkins MSN/FNP 


Sponsor: Sharon Metcalfe

“The Correlation Between Body Mass Index And Hypertension In Children Five Years of Age In A Rural Southeastern Region”

A solid quantitative analysis of health in children that is based on both primary research and an effective literature review.  It strongly supports a broader and more wide-ranging follow-up.

Technology

Lingtao Zhang, Engineering and Technology 

Sponsors: Robert Adams, James Zhang, Peter Tay

“Design of a Direct Sequence Spread Spectrum Transceiver with Carrier and Bit-time Recovery”

Applies advanced research to develop a model that has applications both for the classroom and for industry.  What we understood of it was quite impressive.  

Social Sciences

Erin P. Hambrick, Psychology


Sponsor: David McCord

“The Relationship of Adaptive Coping Styles to the Five-Factor Model of Personality”

This study of how personality affects an individual’s coping ability is grounded in both empirical research and modern theoretical debates.

Education

Betsy Burrows, Ed Leadership


Sponsor: Gayle Moller

“One Teacher’s Experience Interpreting And Enacting A New Science Curriculum Framework:  An Ethnographic Case Study

This year-long study of a new science curriculum in an eighth-grade science class ultimately argues for curriculum reform in teacher education to allow for increased awareness of scholarly and theoretical models; i.e. more teachers should get a graduate education!

OVERALL WINNER

Steven L. Proctor, Psychology


Sponsor: Norman Hoffmann

“Routine Addiction Screening of County Jail Inmates”

This research project that embodies WCU’s endeavors to engage students, faculty, and the region.  Its findings, based upon a strong empirical study erformed at a local detention facility, could lead to clinical changes in prisons that significantly reduce substance abuse issues and bring about a reduction in prison populations.

