Synthesis Presentations and Final Exam Assignment
USI 130-14
The purpose of your “Synthesis Presentations” and Final Exam assignment is for you to see and to demonstrate to your classmates the connections between your personal learning and career goals and all of the experiences (both inside and outside the classroom) you’ve had this semester. The American Collegiate Heritage Dictionary defines synthesis as “the combining of separate elements or substances to form a coherent whole.” The objectives of this assignment are for you to reflect on all of your diverse experiences, make meaning out of them (“a coherent whole”), and think ahead to the kind of experiences you will intentionally create for yourself over the remainder of your college career and beyond. 
Your Synthesis Presentation will be a 5-8 minute presentation to your classmates, and your Final Exam Assignment will be a typed letter to an incoming WCU freshman in which you share your experiences and words of advice.

Your Synthesis Presentations should include the following components: 

1) An analysis of what you have learned/experienced this semester and how those experiences relate to your values, interests, skills and abilities, and preferences (see below for examples of these). 
2) A reflection of how you have changed since setting foot on campus, based on the experiences you’ve had this semester.

3) A plan for how you will use this knowledge to seek out and create experiences for yourself over the next 3-4 years that will integrate, strengthen, or allow you to apply your values, interests, skills and abilities, and preferences to the remainder of your college career and to your post-college career.

4) A presentation format that is well suited to you and that includes some type of visual aids or props.

Your values are the principles and standards that you consider desirable or worthwhile. Values are often traits that we admire in others or standards of living to which we aspire. Think back to our “Values Auction.”  On what items did you bid? What did you learn by taking the Values Inventory in Discover (www.careers.wcu.edu)?
Your interests are the things/ideas/activities that you love or that fascinate you. Think back to the presentation you made at the beginning of the class. What object did you bring to class to represent you? Did that object also represent one of your interests? What did you learn by taking the Interests Inventory in Discover (www.careers.wcu.edu)?

Your skills and abilities are the things that you do well or your natural talents. We can often recognize our skills and abilities by thinking about what we do that generates compliments from others. What would your friends and family say that you are good at doing? What did you learn by taking the Abilities Inventory in Discover (www.careers.wcu.edu)? Think back to our first group activity for this class (when you created your “Super Student Gadgets”). What was your role in your group? What did you do well? 
Your preferences are the choices you make about how you function in the world. Think back to our discussion about Myers Briggs Personality types. Do you prefer interacting with lots of people or keeping more to yourself? Do you prefer order or spontaneity? Your learning style is also a preference. Are you a visual, auditory, or hands-on learner?

The format of your presentation should reflect your values, interests, skills and abilities, and preferences. For example, if one of your interests is art, perhaps you could create a “picture book” that illustrates your experiences and goals. If you enjoy dance, you could choreograph an interpretive dance that represents where you’ve been and where you’re going. If you’ve declared teaching as your major, your presentation might be a mock “lesson” that you teach to the rest of the class. If athletics is your thing, maybe you could take on the role of “coach” and present your findings as a “game plan” for the rest of your life. If you value opportunities to work with others, perhaps you could incorporate some of your audience members into your presentation. As you think about the format for your presentation, be sure to remember your audience. What can you do to keep them interested and engaged in what you have to say? How can you appeal to their senses of sight, sound, touch, taste, and smell?  

Your Final Exam Assignment should be a continuation of your Synthesis Presentation in that it allows you to share what you’ve learned about yourself as a freshman at WCU with an incoming freshman via a letter (I will share these with the students in my next USI class!). Your letter should be typed, 1-1.5 pages in length, double-spaced, with one-inch margins. In your letter, you should include the following:

· What have you learned about yourself since coming to Western, and how did you learn it?
· Based on your own experiences and your observations of others this semester, what one piece of advice would you give to an incoming freshman? 

· What has been your biggest mistake as a first-semester freshman?

· What’s the most interesting or important thing you’ve learned this semester (either inside or outside the classroom)?

· What’s one thing you’ve done or experienced this semester (perhaps an event that you attended, a resource that you utilized, or an interaction you’ve had with another individual or group) that you would recommend to an incoming student?

