Psychology of Hate: Travel Course 
Summer 2013
Instructor: 

L. Alvin Malesky, Jr., Ph.D.


Office:

302 Q Killian 


Office Phone:
227-3357


Email:

malesky@wcu.edu
Course Description: 
This course examines the psychological factors that gave rise to one of the worst atrocities in human history. We will begin by reviewing the social, political, and historical factors that set the stage for the Third Reich. We will then attempt to understand, from a psychological perspective, how seemingly normal and ordinary individuals could participate (directly and indirectly) in genocide. We will also see that crimes against humanity are not limited to the Nazis and have unfortunately occurred multiple times after World War II. Finally, on a somewhat lighter note, we will examine King Ludwig, his “Disney Castle,” and what factors led him to be found incompetent to be king. 
Textbook:

We will not use a textbook; however, you will have assigned readings.  

Learning Objective:

The learning objectives for this course are similar to the ones in the prerequisite course.  We will, however, be expanding on what we have already learned in the first course.  Furthermore, we will actually be going to the places that we discussed in the prerequisite course and will thus gain a richer firsthand appreciation of the issues.  
1. Understand the social, political, and historical factors that set the stage for the rise of the Third Reich. 
2. Become familiar with the social psychology research that explains how ordinary individuals can engage in horrific behaviors. 

3. Understand what has been done to prevent future acts of genocide as well as understand how/why these efforts have not always been successful.  

4. Our classroom will not be in Cullowhee. It will be in Munich and Amsterdam!!!  Consequently, I would like you to conduct a critical personal analysis. Ask yourself how you might have responded if you were in these locations seventy to eighty years ago. 
5.  Become familiar with King Ludwig and see just what it took to be found “incompetent to be king” as well as find out what happened to Ludwig that dark and stormy night many years ago.
Course/Classroom Expectations:  

1. You MUST complete the prerequisite course in order to go on the trip to Europe. 

2. You MUST follow the attached Code of Conduct. If you do not follow these expectations then you may be required to return to the United Stated at your expense.  Furthermore you may be subject to disciplinary sanctions upon returning to WCU.  This will be a great experience for all if no one does anything stupid. Unfortunately if someone does do something stupid then it risks ruining the trip for the rest of the group. I cannot allow this to happen.  
3. I expect everyone to be on time and participate in ALL planned activities.  This means that you will need to be up and ready to go every morning!   
4. We will be spending a lot of time together.  I know people can get on each other’s nerves.  However, we are all adults. I expect a minimal amount of drama. If you need personal time, use your earphones, take a break, chill, whatever; that’s fine, but NO DRAMA! 
Grades:
Pre-Trip Paper:





20%

Presentation:






20%

Course Experiential Journal / Blog / Final Reflection:
20%

Professional Conduct & Course Participation:

40%

Pre-Trip Paper: You will need to write a ten page paper on the Third Reich specifically and genocide more generally (using APA writing style and proper grammar).  You will need to incorporate the social psychology research in this paper. The paper needs to be based on quality sources including empirical/peer-reviewed articles and NOT just information obtained from the Internet. This paper must be turned in before we leave on our trip. There are 100 total points possible for this assignment.  Note: this is the paper that you turned in for the online course.  If you did not take the online course then you will have to write the pre-trip paper for the travel course. 
Presentations: During our tour you will need to pair up with another student and present on a topic / lead a discussion that is germane (no pun intended) to our trip.  Given that these presentations / discussions will be conducted on our trip, you will not have access to powerpoint or videos; however, feel free to incorporate the reading for the course in your presentation / discussion.  I would like to have one presentation / discussion per day while on our trip. You and your partner will need to sign up for a topic and date prior to our departure. There are 100 total points possible for this assignment. 
Journal / Blog / Final Reflection: You will need to keep a daily journal. I will try to set aside about half an hour each day on our trip for you to write in your journal. This is a time for you to organize your thoughts and feelings and reflect on the things that you observed and experienced. I will be reading and grading your journals.  Hopefully you will feel comfortable sharing them with family and friends. You will also need to include an overall reflection of the trip as the final entry in your journal. There are 100 total points possible for this assignment.
Professional Conduct & Course Participation: This is the most important part of the trip and consequently has the most impact on your final grade. Remember this is a course and NOT a vacation. If you want a vacation, then take a vacation and not this course.  HOWEVER, if you want to see some really cool stuff, have a great experience, learn a lot, and get three hours of upper level psychology credit, take this course.  
You will be doing academic work while on our trip. We will not be getting drunk every night in the beer halls of Germany. Consequently, you must be ready to get up and go every morning and participate in all activities.  
Also, note that there will be lots and lots of walking. You don’t have to be a marathon runner; however, you will be expected to keep up with the group.

You will be required to sign the professional conduct contract prior to leaving on our trip.

There are 200 total points possible for this assignment.

GRADES: 

475 - 500 =  
95 – 100 =
A


450 – 474 = 
90 – 94 =
A-      


435 – 449 =
87 – 89 =
B+


415 – 434 =
83 – 86 =
B


400 – 414 =
80 - 82 =
B-


385 – 399 =
77 - 79 =
C+


365 – 384 =
73 – 76 =
C


350 – 364 =
70 – 72 =
C-


335 – 349 =
67 – 69 =
D+


315 – 334 =
63 – 66 =
D


300 - 314 =
60 – 62 =
D-


< 299
     =
< 59      =
F

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: Western Carolina University is committed to providing equal educational opportunities for students with documented disabilities.  Students who require disability services or reasonable accommodations must identify themselves as having a disability and provide current diagnostic documentation to Disability Services.  All information is confidential.  Please contact Disability Services for more information at (828) 227-2716 or 144 Killian Annex.

Online Links of Help/Interest:

· CAT Tutoring Center: http://www.wcu.edu/9438.asp provides small-group tutoring for many 100 and 200-level classes and workshops to help students improve their study skills. Tutoring sessions are designed to help students improve their study techniques and understanding of course material.

· Writing Center: http://www.wcu.edu/54.asp
· Hunter Library: http://www.wcu.edu/404.asp
Course Schedule / Itinerary
	DATE
	LOCATION
	ACTIVITY

	June 09 to June 10
	Charlotte, NC & Munich, Germany
	Flight from Charlotte, NC to Munich, Germany 


	June 10
	Munich, Germany

	Check into Hotel
Walking Tour of Munich

Rise of The Third Reich Tour

	June 11
	Munich & Dachau, Germany
	Tour Dachau Concentration Camp


	June 12
	Castle Neuschwanstein, Germany

	Tour Castle Neuschwanstein (Disney Castle)



	June 13
	Venice
	Tour Innsbruck on the way to Venice


	June 14
	Venice 


	Sightseeing of Venice

	June 15

	Lucerne Region
	Tour of Verona

	June 16

	Lucerne Region
	Tour of Lucerne

	June 17

	Heidelberg, Germany
	Visit Black Forest on way to Heidelberg

Tour Heidelberg 

	June 18

	Frankfurt, Germany
	Day trip to Heidelberg, Germany



	June 19

	Frankfurt, Germany
	Day trip to Berlin, Germany

	June 20

	Frankfurt, Germany
	Day trip to Nuremberg, Germany



	June 21

	Frankfurt & Charlotte
	Flight from Frankfurt to Charlotte


Note: This schedule is tentative and subject to change.
