Stop Out Policy

Currently, when a student is out for a semester, they must fill out an application to be readmitted (which includes a criminal background check).  This requires a lot of staff time to handle these applications.  The proposed plan (for feedback) is to extend the number of consecutive terms of non-enrollment requiring a readmission process from one to three terms.
In Admissions Section of Undergraduate Catalog

All Former Students

A student who has not been enrolled at WCU for three or more consecutive terms is considered a former student. Any other student resuming enrollment should contact the Advising Center at 828-227-7753 for information about course registration. 

Readmission of former students is not automatic. Students are required to reapply and be admitted whenever:

· they cease WCU enrollment for three or more consecutive terms (summer included), or

· they wish to change levels or change classifications (i.e., change from non-degree seeking to degree seeking or from undergraduate to graduate level).

See Graduate Catalog for information about admission to the Graduate School

Graduate Catalog Copy – Stop-Out Policy 

(Under Admissions and Application Procedure)

Readmission.  Students are expected to be continuously enrolled during regular semesters (fall/spring) while completing their program of study. An interruption in enrollment of one or more terms may: (1) jeopardize a student’s ability to return to or complete a specific program of study, (2) disrupt course sequence toward program completion, (3) necessitate submission of additional documentation prior to registration, or (4) delay graduation. Some programs require continuous enrollment. Performance at another institution during a student’s absence may affect a student’s ability to return. Before interrupting enrollment, students should become familiar with potential ramifications that an absence in enrollment may have in terms of their ability to return or to complete a specific program of study.
Any graduate student who is inactive for three or more consecutive terms, including summer, must reapply online at grad.wcu.edu and pay the reapplication fee to be considered for reinstatement as an active student. All time limits apply for course work taken, and the student is subject to the catalog term in effect at the time of readmission unless a catalog change is approved by the Program Director and the Dean of the Graduate School. 
Students whose enrollment is terminated for academic reasons should consult the description of the procedures outlined in the “Academic Dismissal Policy” section of this catalog.
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Resuming Student
=
Not enrolled at WCU for one-two consecutive terms (including summer)

=
Does Not Reapply

Returning Student 
=
Not enrolled at WCU for three or more consecutive terms (including summer) 
= 
Reapply
· Matriculation record remains open for Continuing and Resuming Students

Strategic use of Alt PIN for gate-keeping purposes for students who are not actively enrolled for one or more regular terms.
