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SUBSTANCE ABUSE STUDIES CERTIFICATE PROGRAM (SASCP)
In 2005, the General Assembly enacted Senate Bill 705, which, according to the North Carolina Substance Abuse Professional Practice Board (NCSAPPB), makes the substance abuse credential mandatory for all substance abuse professionals. Although professional credentialing assists in ensuring credibility, competency, and professionalism, it has left a dearth of qualified substance abuse practitioners in North Carolina. Western Carolina University’s Department of Social Work is responding to this workforce crisis. The social work department has been approved by the University and the NCSAPPB for a Professional Certificate in Substance Abuse Studies Program. Students complete the certificate while in their MSW program of study, thus significantly reducing their post-graduate licensing efforts.

What is the benefit of obtaining the Certificate in Substance Abuse Studies?
· Practitioners who provide direct substance abuse services must be under the auspices of the NCSAPPB due to recent changes in legislation.
· Practitioners must complete an intensive 300-hour practicum; certificate students complete this requirement in their MSW field placement.
· Applicants for licensure must have 4000 hours (2 years) of post-graduate supervised substance abuse practice, but certificate students are exempt from one of the two years of post-graduate supervised practice.
· Practitioners must acquire 180 hours of substance abuse specific training. Certificate students are able to meet this requirement while in their graduate program.
· There is a high demand for substance abuse credentialed, master’s level, practitioners so certificate students will be more marketable.

Core components of the Certificate in Substance Abuse Studies Program:
*Four Substance Abuse Specific Courses (12 semester hours or 180 clock hours)

· SOCW 520 Addictions or *COUNS 617  1st spring semester
· SOCW 522 Practice Methods in Substance Abuse Treatment Second fall semester
· SOCW 524 Cultural Competency in SA Treatment Summer semester
· SOCW 526 Science of Addiction Second spring semester
*Concentration year field placement in substance abuse treatment setting
(minimum of 720 hours)
*Supervision by a NCSAPPB approved supervisor (CCS or CSI)
* $25.00 application fee
*Students who take COUNS 617 rather than SOCW 520 will need to provide   documentation of three hours of HIV/AIDS and other communicable disease training.
NCSAPPB’s 12 Core Functions and Competencies

The regulatory body for substance abuse professionals is The North Carolina Substance Abuse Professional Practice Board (NCSAPPB). According to the NCSAPPB, in order to obtain licensure as a licensed clinical addiction specialist (LCAS), candidates must demonstrate proficiency in the 12 core functions of substance abuse counseling. The 12 core functions and the specific competencies are delineated below:

1. SCREENING

2. INTAKE

3. ORIENTATION 

4. ASSESSMENT

5. TREATMENT PLANNING

6. COUNSELING

7. CASE MANAGEMENT

8. CRISIS INTERVETNION

9. CLIENT EDUCATION

10. REFERRAL

11. REPORT AND RECORD KEEPING

12. CONSULTATION

Knowledge
1. Physiological problems caused by the ingestion of alcohol and drugs and their effects on the systems of the body 

2. Psychological and emotional factors related to substance abuse. Relationship of blood levels and behaviors 

3. Effects of chronic use of substances including relationship to individual body chemistry, dose, and setting 

4. Dependency and cross-dependency 

5. Criteria for diagnosis including systems, tool, for assessment Personality growth and development 
6. Socio-cultural aspects of growth and development The recovery process as it relates to the individual, family, and to others Approaches to counseling including philosophies, modalities, methods, and techniques 
7. Social services available 
8. Application of counseling approaches to the individual client, spouse, and family 
9. Implications of counseling approaches to clients from ethnic, cultural, and socio-economic groups in our society 
10. Group process, group communications, goal setting, contracting, problem solving, and supportive techniques 
11. Case history methodology 
12. Legal consideration such as confidentiality, rights, and drug laws Steps, traditions, and philosophy of Alcoholics Anonymous and its relation to Al-Anon and Alateen 
Skills

1. Communication skills such as active listening, leading, summarizing, reflection, interpretation, confrontation, and self-disclosure 

2. Counselor-client rapport including warmth, respect, genuineness, concreteness, and empathy 

3. Individual, family and group modalities including specific techniques 

4. Client assessment and referral intake, evaluation, interpretation, resources, and follow-up procedures 

5. Case management and record keeping including intake, disposition, termination, follow-up, record maintenance and compliance with federal, state, local and agency confidentiality regulations. 

For more information contact: 

Leslie Temme, Ph.D., MSW

 

WCU Department of Social Work

Substance Abuse Studies Coordinator



828.227.3842

ltemme@wcu.edu
North Carolina Substance Abuse Professional Practice Board

NCSAPPB

P.O.Box 10126

Raleigh, NC 27605

919.832.0975

http://www.ncsappb.org
Substance Abuse Studies Certificate Program (SASCP)
APPLICATION 

NAME:_________________________________________________________________

HOME ADDRESS:_______________________________________________________

CITY:____________________________STATE:_____________ZIP:_______________

PHONE:______________________________CELL:_____________________________

EMAIL:_________________________________________________________________
EMPLOYER:____________________________________________________________

POSITION:______________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________

CITY:____________________________STATE:_____________ZIP:_______________

WORK PHONE:___________________WORK FAX:___________________________

COLLEGES ATTENDED, DEGREES, DATES (MAY ATTACH COPIES OF TRANSCRIPTS)
I AM CURRENTLY A WCU MSW STUDENT     YES___  NO___
If so, expected graduation date:__________________________

IF YOU ARE A STUDENT AND NOT IN THE WCU MSW PROGRAM, PLEASE LIST YOUR PROGRAM, DEGREE TYPE, & EXPECTED GRADUATION DATE:

STATEMENT OF INTEREST

Please describe why you are interested in enrolling in the program and what your long-term goals are in the field of substance abuse.

DO YOU PLAN ON PURSUING THE LICENSED CLINICAL ADDICTIONS SPECIALIST (LCAS) CREDENTIAL?  
YES_______ NO________

IF YOU ARE A STUDENT, IS YOUR FIELD PLACEMENT IN A SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT PROGRAM or DUAL DIAGONOSIS SETTING?

YES_____ NO_____

WHERE IS YOUR PLACEMENT AND WHAT IS THE PHONE NUMBER?___________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________

WHO IS YOUR SUPRERVISOR IN YOUR FIELD PLACEMENT?
_______________________________________________________________________ 

DO THEY HOLD THE CCS/CSI CREDENTIAL?
   YES_____ NO_______

HAVE YOU HAD PREVIOUS COURSEWORK OR TRAINING IN SUBSTANCE ABUSE?
YES____  NO____

IF SO, WHEN/WHERE?

HAVE YOU HAD PREVIOUS WORK EXPERIENCE IN THE SUBSTANCE ABUSE FIELD?  YES______ NO______

IF YES, WHAT POSITION(S)/WHEN/WHERE/HOW LONG?____________________

*PLEASE ATTACH A COPY OF YOUR RESUME WITH THIS APPLICATION*
By inserting my name below, I affirm that the information in this application is true and accurate. 

SIGNATURE:____________________________________  DATE:_________________

There is a non-refundable $25.00 administrative fee due with the application of interest, which must be sent to Susan Fouts, Director Continuing Education. Your application will not be reviewed until the administrative fee has been paid.  Please submit the application fee online at this site:

https://wcupg.wcu.edu/C20252_ustores/web/product_detail.jsp?PRODUCTID=33&SINGLESTORE=true
If you experience problems or have questions concerning submission of fees, please contact Dr. Susan Fouts (sfouts@wcu.edu, 828.227.3688) at:

Dr. Susan Fouts, Director
Continuing Education
138 Cordelia Camp Building 
Western Carolina University 
Cullowhee, NC 28723
Email or mail your application to:

Leslie Temme, Ph.D., MSW
Department of Social Work
Room 322, CHHS Building 

Western Carolina University

Cullowhee, NC 28723

ltemme@wcu.edu
Registration Information
MSW & Counseling students register for the four courses during their degree program, each class earning 3 credit hours and 45 hours toward LCAS specific education. 
North Carolina Substance Abuse Professional Practice Board (NCSAPPB)                     Phone: 919.832.0975                       Email:2http://www.ncsappb.org/                  
Students and practitioners interested in pursuing the LCAS credential should also contact the NCSAPPB for an application packet which outlines all the necessary requirements to obtain this credential. 760511012610126
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Fax: 919-833-5743
I  _____________________________________ certify that I have read and understand the requirements for the Certificate in Substance Abuse Studies Program. Moreover, I understand that WCU’s certificate program is separate from the North Carolina Substance Abuse Professional Practice Board’s (NCSAPPB) certification and licensure, and that I will have to work with the NCSAPPB independently from WCU. Furthermore, I agree to complete all the requirements for WCU’s Certificate in Substance Abuse Studies Program as listed below:

· Four Substance Abuse Specific Courses (12 semester hours or 180 clock hours)

· SOCW 520 Addictions or *COUNS 617
· SOCW 522 Practice Methods in Substance Abuse Treatment

· SOCW 524 Cultural Competency in Substance Abuse Treatment

· SOCW 526 Science of Addiction

· Concentration year field placement in substance abuse treatment setting

· Supervision by a NCSAPPB approved supervisor (CCS or CSI)

· $25.00 application fee

_____________________________________________________
Student Signature



  
Date

_____________________________________________________

SA Certificate Coordinator



Date
*Students who take COUNS 617 rather than SOCW 520 will need to provide   documentation of three hours of HIV/AIDS and other communicable disease training.
To Counseling Students:

The SASCP is a Western Carolina University MSW concentration, but counseling students are welcome and encouraged to pursue the SASCP if there is space and if it fits with their counseling curriculum.
Counseling students who are interested in the SASCP should be advised that there may be conflicts with the SASCP schedule and their counseling curriculum. The MSW faculty is not responsible for the management of their plan of study.  Further, the responsibility for the coordination of CCS/CSI supervision, in both the practicum and the internship, is up to the student and their counseling program advisor to coordinate,  not the MSW SASCP director. In some instances, a counseling student may join the MSW SASCP supervision group, if there is room and given it does not conflict with their counseling curriculum.
Finally, students who take COUNS 617 rather than SOCW 520 will need to provide   documentation of three hours of HIV/AIDS and other communicable disease training.
Counseling students should discuss their consideration of the SASCP with their advisor before they submit an application of interest.
We appreciate your interest in the SASCP!

Sincerely,

Leslie Temme, Ph.D., MSW
Substance Abuse Studies Certificate Program Coordinator

828.227.3842
ltemme@wcu.edu
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