RESOLUTION STATING THE OPPOSITION BY

THE FACULTY OF WESTERN CAROLINA UNIVERSITY

TO GUNS ON CAMPUS

WHEREAS, following school shootings on university campuses across the country, including Virginia Tech (2007),  Northern Illinois University (2008), and the University of Alabama-Huntsville (2010), numerous state legislatures have introduced bills that would prohibit colleges and universities from regulating firearms on college campuses and allow students to possess and carry concealed handguns; and

WHEREAS, legislation has been introduced in at least 18 states, including North Carolina (2009 House Bills 1133 and  1241), and passed in one state (Utah 2004) that could prohibit colleges and universities from adopting policies that regulate possession of firearms on campus; and
WHEREAS, colleges and universities have a legal duty to adopt policies to promote a safe environment for students, faculty, and staff; and
WHEREAS, North Carolina State code §14-269.2 prohibits the possession of firearms on campus; and
WHEREAS, the vast majority of educational and law enforcement professionals believe that prohibiting firearms on college campuses, except by trained security officers, is an essential element of an overall school safety plan; and 
WHEREAS, 126 individual colleges and universities in 30 states and the American Association of State Colleges and Universities (AASCU) have supported a resolution to prohibit or adopt policies to regulate possession of firearms on campus. 

BE IT RESOLVED that the faculty of Western Carolina University is opposed to legislation that would preempt an educational institution's right to prohibit or adopt policies to regulate possession of firearms on campus. We encourage Chancellor Bardo to join the Campaign to Keep Guns off Campus and to express our concerns to the President of the University of North Carolina.
