Graduate Council Minutes

February 6, 2009
The Graduate Council met on Friday, February 6, 2009 at 1:00 pm in the Rogers Room, University Center.

Members present:  M. Abel, D. Butcher, F. Buskey, C. Coburn, C. Cooper, A. Denson, B. Gastle, S. Ha, S. Higgins, K. Jaqua, B. Jones, K. Lunnen, J. Mallory, J. Menickelli, M. Roland, D. Sally, M. Smith, C. Stepniak, S. Tonnsen and J. Zhang
Others present:  E. Frazier
Announcements

Faculty Scholarship Celebration Week is February 16-20.  Information can be found at 
http://hunterlibrarynews.blogspot.com/2009/01/faculty-scholarship-celebration-week.html.


Graduate Research Symposium is Thursday, March 26.  Students go to the webpage http://www.wcu.edu/1149.asp to 
complete the registration form.


The new certificate proposal guidelines distributed to the Graduate Council prior to today’s meeting were approved by 
the Council of Deans last week and will be submitted to the APRC and Faculty 
Senate for review and final approval.  
When approved, Certificate Proposal Guidelines will be posted 
on the Graduate School website.


As of January 26, 2009, total enrollment was up for the same period last year.  Graduate enrollment was down in 
resident credit hours but up in distance education credit hours and Certificate program enrollment over last year. 
Graduate applications were up for the same period last year.    
Approval of the Minutes
Motion and second to approve the minutes of the January 23, 2009 meeting.  Motion passed.
Graduate Faculty Review 
No report.
Curriculum Review
No new curriculum items were approved by the Curriculum Committee to bring forward to the Graduate Council. The new course proposals for ENG 520, ENG 521 and PRM 560 are on hold for clarification.  The Curriculum Committee met with Dr. Maurice Phipps regarding his course proposal for PRM 560 and requested additional information from Dr. Phipps before making a final decision.
















The Curriculum Committee presented to the Graduate Council the proposed graduate curriculum guidelines for 



















graduate curriculum review and approval.  The Curriculum Committee reported that the Graduate Council is the 


















University level  approval for graduate 
curriculum prior to Faculty Senate review and final approval. Therefore, to 

















provide information about the expectations and standards of the Graduate Council for graduate curriculum proposals, 
















the Curriculum Committee has written guidelines for graduate curriculum review and approval for distribution to all of 














   the College Curriculum Committees and the Academic Deans.
The graduate curriculum guidelines will go to the 















      Council of Deans for information only.   


The graduate curriculum guidelines were approved by the Curriculum Committee and came as a seconded motion for approval.  Motion passed.

As a follow up, Brian will propose a curriculum checklist and/or guideline sheet be developed for use by the various curriculum committees when reviewing curriculum proposals.  He will also follow up on the suggestion that a differentiation be made between the requirements of a syllabus (technical review) and the AA-5 curriculum review.  It was suggested that since a course syllabus has to conform to a University template once a course is approved, that the syllabus technical review not be a function of the curriculum committees.  
Academic Policy       
Brian put forward for a vote the “Non-degree” editorial revisions to the Graduate Catalog text distributed to the
Review 
Graduate Council prior to today’s meeting.  The editorial revisions passed.  
University Fellowship,         Applications for the Chancellor’s Fellowship and Study Grant have been revised and are available on the Graduate
Scholarship &                       School website at http://www.wcu.edu/1169.asp.
Student Affairs

Agenda Items







Graduate Council discussed the upcoming review of all Master’s degree programs.  A flowchart of the 
Master’s
















Degree 
Task 
Force activities was distributed.
No timeline has been established; however, the 
review 
will be completed
















by the end of the 2009 spring term. The Dean of the Graduate School will lead the review 
with the participation of the
















three to four Academic Deans during this semester.  The Graduate Council’s input on establishing criteria for the 















review of the graduate programs is requested prior to February 17. The Graduate Council will review the findings of 















the Task Force prior to the report being shared with the Council of Deans and Provost.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 pm.

Submitted by – Elizabeth Frazier

Please note: All attachments are on file in the Graduate School with the Graduate Council meeting minutes.

