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BOOK REVIEW

Once again New York Times reporter Tom Friedman has prepared an insightful and important book that offers the reader a well researched treatise on a topic that has and will continue to touch our daily lives as well as our future.  From his first book, From Beirut to Jerusalem, which accurately described the events that have occurred in the Mideast to his widely cited The World is Flat, the author has developed an accurate understanding of the issues by conducting significant research and by interviewing the leading characters involved with his subject.  Hot, Flat and Crowded delves into the global warming and makes a compelling case for taking action to fix the problem now – before it is too late.
The book is divided into three major areas.  First Friedman describes the world as a place that has become hot, flat, and crowded.  Hot – global warming is leading to climate change, unsustainable supply of oil resulting in energy poverty, biodiversity loss, and petro-dictatorships.  Flat - the stunning rise of middle classes all over the world resulting due in great part to computers and the internet leading to rapidly increased demand for consumer goods.  Crowded – a rapidly growing population using more energy as they have become members of the middle class (There will be 9 billion people on Earth in 2050).  These three factors are converging in a manner that could make the environment on the Earth unstable.  If these factors continue unabated there will be a tightening of energy supplies that will intensify the extinction of plants and animals, a growing dependence on petro-dictatorships, and accelerating climate change.
The second major area of the book discusses how we arrived at our current state of affairs – everyone on Earth wanting to be an American, consuming goods and services without worrying about the sustainability of our energy-guzzling economy.  One of the more interesting points Friedman makes is the relationship between the price of a barrel of oil and the amount of freedom enjoyed around the world.  The author looked at trends in freedom as described in the Fraser Institute’s Economic Freedom of the World Report.  He found the following relationship:  as the price of oil went down the level of freedom went up.
The third major area presents Friedman’s recipe for resolving the issues he has presented.  He believes we, in America, are not serious about solving the issues that are leading to a hot, flat, and crowded world.  For example, Working Mother magazine offers us “205 Easy Ways to Save the Earth.”  He dismisses the “green revolution” as nonsensical.  Friedman believes we are having a “green party” where no one gets hurt, there are no sacrifices, and everyone comes out a “winner.”  Friedman writes “(T)he truth is: Not only are there not 205 easy ways to really go green, there isn’t one easy way to really go green”  What is facing us is the biggest peacetime project humankind has ever faced.  The problem – most of our leaders are not addressing the problem of hot, flat and crowded.
Friedman’s solution is to create an environment wherein we innovate our way out of the problems we face by commercializing technologies that solve our dependence on oil.  How will we know when we have created a Clean Energy System?  When an incentive system for utilities and big energy companies feel the have to change or go out of business.  When your individual electricity bill has higher cost per kilowatt hour yet your overall electricity bill is the same or lower because we have more efficient ways of using electricity.  And finally when the term “green” disappears.  
