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WCUSPANISHnewsletter
Volunteer Opportunities  
Abound for WCUSpanish 

Macon Program for Progress, Inc. serves as the 
Head Start (children ages 0-5) in Macon County.  They 
serve 315 children, with current reports listing around 
25% as having Spanish as their first language. They 
could use help in a number of capacities. 

contact: Meghan Arnold, Family and Community 
Outreach Specialist 
mfine@mppnhc.org 
828-524-4471 

Students of Spanish at WCU have more opportunities than ever to 
put their language skills to use by working with the Spanish-
speaking community in the region. These organizations can 
certainly use folks in other capacities, as well, so even if you’re not 
confident about your Spanish skills, they can still use your help. You can 
either contact these organizations directly or get in touch with Lori Oxford, 
who can put you in touch with them. Now is the time to make your 
community better!

The LEAP program is an after school program 
providing tutors for students learning English as a 
Second Language. It takes place at the Cullowhee 
United Methodist Church on WCU campus. All 
majors welcome, but experience with ESL is a plus. 

contact: Cynthia Calhoun, Director of LEAP 
ccalhoun@jcpsmail.org 
828-227-3695 

Individuals from the Cashiers Chamber of 
Commerce, Southwestern Community College, and 
the Church of the Good Shepherd in Cashiers 
recently organized a program of English classes for 
Spanish-speaking adults in the area. They offer 
classes, a meal beforehand, and childcare while the 
classes are taking place. 

contacts:  
Eli Ramirez, Administrative Assistant of the Cashiers 
Chamber of Commerce 
info@cashiersareachamber.com 
828-743-5191 

Kay Wolf, Educational Opportunities Coordinator of 
Southwestern Community College 
k_wolf@southwesterncc.edu 
828-339-4262

The Boys and Girls Club of the Plateau in 
Cashiers offers programs to help young people 
reach their potential. They could use bilingual 
volunteers to help kids and communicate with 
parents. 

contact: Mikal Lewis, volunteer (and WCU student) 
mrlewis1@catamount.wcu.edu 

Vecinos, Inc. provides free primary and 
preventative medical outreach, health education, 
and case management services to farmworkers and 
their families. Info on volunteer needs is available 
here. 

contact: Amy Schmidt, Executive Director 
aschmidt@vecinos.org 
828-400-3675

mailto:info@cashiersareachamber.com
mailto:k_wolf@southwesterncc.edu
mailto:lfoxford@wcu.edu?subject=
mailto:ccalhoun@jcpsmail.org
http://www.vecinos.org/how-you-can-help/volunteer/
mailto:aschmidt@vecinos.org
mailto:mfine@mppnhc.org?subject=
mailto:info@cashiersareachamber.com
mailto:k_wolf@southwesterncc.edu
mailto:mfine@mppnhc.org?subject=
mailto:ccalhoun@jcpsmail.org
mailto:mrlewis1@catamount.wcu.edu
http://www.vecinos.org/how-you-can-help/volunteer/
mailto:aschmidt@vecinos.org
mailto:lfoxford@wcu.edu?subject=
mailto:mrlewis1@catamount.wcu.edu
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 Fall 2017 Spanish Courses 

WCUSpanish will be offering six upper-level courses in Fall 2017: 

SPAN 301 - Spanish Conversation and Composition (García-Castañón) 
SPAN 310 - Intro to Hispanic Literatures (García-Castañón) 
SPAN 321 - Hispanic Cultures (García-Castañón) 
SPAN 461 - Spanish Phonology and Phonetics (Centeno-Pulido) 
SPAN 431 - Literature from Spain (García-Castañón) 
SPAN 471 - Translation and Interpretation (Fisher) 
SPAN 493 - Cuban Culture (Oxford)  
  **optional trip to Havana in October for students of SPAN 493** 

All of these courses have a prerequisite of SPAN 232 or 240. It is possible that students 
encounter an error message even if they have met the prerequisite, as the course 
catalog and the updated Spanish curriculum don’t always line up. If you can’t register 
for one of these courses, but you know that you have met the prerequisite, please 
contact Dr. Lori Oxford in McKee 128B.

Santiago García-Castañón’s article 
“Reescribiendo a Milton: seis sonetos en 
español” (“Rewriting Milton: Six Sonnets in 
Spanish”) has been published in the latest 
issue of the Revista de Filología y 
Lingüística de la Universidad de Costa Rica.  
This article is part of an ongoing project by 
García-Castañón involving the translation of 
all of John Milton’s sonnets into Spanish 
verse.   

His bilingual poetry collection Objetos 
desechables / Disposable Objects is being 
released in Spain by Ediciones Camelot this 
spring.  This is Santiago’s eighth published 
poetry collection and his fifteenth book 
altogether.

mailto:lfoxford@wcu.edu?subject=Advising%20/%20Spring%202017%20courses
mailto:lfoxford@wcu.edu?subject=Advising%20/%20Spring%202017%20courses
http://revistas.ucr.ac.cr/index.php/filyling/article/view/27785/27984
http://revistas.ucr.ac.cr/index.php/filyling/article/view/27785/27984
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WCUSpanish Student Profile

Where are you from? 
I was born in Salt Lake City, Utah but I moved three years later to 
Durham, NC, where I lived until I was 18 years old. At that point, I 
moved to Cullowhee to attend WCU and have loved my time nestled 
in these mountains. Over the summer of 2016, I decided to go out of 
my comfort zone and worked in the kitchen of a dude ranch in 
southern Montana for three months. This past semester (Fall 2016), I 
had the opportunity to travel to Granada, Spain and study Spanish! It 
was such a unique and motivating experience, but I am happy to be 
back in WNC.  

What are some other places you have traveled/visited/
studied/worked?   What were the motivations behind each 
trip? 
Although I was raised in NC, my dad is from Montana. Every summer 
since I was a baby, my family and I have visited his family in a tiny 
town in the center of Montana. One summer, when I was 14, I spent 
almost two weeks in Curitiba, Brazil as well as Isla do Mel, an island 
right off the coast of Curitiba. Throughout high school and college 
summers, I worked at a Chinese restaurant, a Mediterranean 
restaurant, and a realty office. This past summer in 2016, I worked in 
the kitchen of a dude ranch in Southern Montana, 5 miles from 
Yellowstone National Park. I drove to and from Montana at the 
beginning and end of the summer, camping along the way, exploring 
most of the upper United States. In Spain, I was able to explore Granada and other cities as well as Portugal and 
Belgium. Although my motivations have varied, the result of each experience has been growth. Each time I travel or 
work a new job, I learn something new about myself and my interactions with others. I learn how to be a more 
complete human being.   

You are majoring in Criminal Justice and Spanish with a minor in Philosophy. Why did you choose 
these, particularly in this combination? 
I came to WCU knowing I wanted to study CJ and Spanish although I did not know to what end. I had grown up 

reading as many mystery books as I could 
get my hands on and my Spanish classes in 
high school made me excited to learn 
more. Now, I study CJ and philosophy to 
help me in my journey to law school and I 
study Spanish because it still makes me 
excited!  Although my Spanish degree 
might make me a great asset in the job 
market and might be helpful if I wanted to 
go into immigration law, that is not my 
goal. I am studying Spanish because I love 
being able to communicate with more 
people in the way that they hear it best! I 
want my voice to be heard in as many 
languages as possible. I want to be 
accessible.  

(continued on next page) 

KATIE RILEY
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You are a voracious reader. What have you read lately? Or what has spurred you to really think? 
For the past few years, I have disappointed myself with how little I have read. I used to be constantly absorbed in a 
book in my younger years, but in the recent past, textbooks seem to have taken over. This past year, and especially this 
semester, I have different standards for myself, balancing my free time between reading and Netflix. I have five books 
I am focusing on: Two are about knowledge and serenity, one is a yoga book, one is a book of poetry, and one is about 
the global oppression of women. I love these books and they motivate deep self-examination but I feel like my current 
classes also do exactly that, and one person can only handle so much introspection in one day. Between my books and 
my classes, I am overloaded with thought! Still, with the right book, I find that reading is a great way to rest and 
lightly exercise your mind at the same time.  

What issues define you? 
The ideas that define me are constantly 
in flux but some crucial concepts that 
stick with me are the importance of 
intersectional feminism, the intensity of 
politics, the inequality of the criminal 
justice system, the prevalence of racism 
throughout the world , and the 
importance of living an empathetic and 
examined life.  That might sound like 
too many defining issues, but they are 
all on my mind every day. I do not 
think I could choose one, but the most 
overarching seems to be the idea of 
living an examined life. Knowing my 
own mind and striving to understand 
others helps me begin to comprehend 
all those other important ideas.  

Tell us about your motivation to study Spanish. 
My passion for Spanish started in my junior year of high school, when I began attending community college for my 
last two years of high school and found myself with an amazing but difficult professor. While he taught me the core 
concepts of Spanish, I heard several variations of the language every day as the whole kitchen staff at the restaurant 
where I worked were from different countries in Latin America. I learned Spanish in class and practiced at the 
restaurant, and I realized I loved being able to communicate with others in the way they could hear me best. When I 
came to WCU, I started with Spanish as a minor but I fell in love with the students and the professors and decided not 
only to complete the major but also to study abroad.  

How do you use your Spanish most now?  How do you foresee using Spanish in the future? 
I use my Spanish now to read, write, speak, and hear Spanish in informal environments, like reading articles online, 
talking with friends, or participating in Tertulias. That being said, I miss being in Spain, constantly immersed in the 
language. I am currently trying to get involved with Vecinos, Inc., a local nonprofit helping Spanish-speaking 
farmworkers and their families, and to potentially become a Spanish tutor with the WaLC.  

I love Spanish because it lets me understand one more large aspect of human beings and their culture. Spanish is such 
a dialectically and culturally diverse language and I want to understand as much of it as possible so I can appreciate as 
many people as possible. The more people I can communicate with, the more balanced and improved I will be as a 
human being. 

KATIE RILEY, cont.
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WCUSpanish Alumni Spotlight
RUSSELL CONOVER 
B.A. in Spanish, 2007 & M.A. in English with focus on TESOL (Teaching English 
to Speakers of Other Languages), 2009 
Russell has remained in Cullowhee simply because he loves the area. He’s had 
several part-time jobs, mostly working as a tutor at SCC in English, Spanish, and 
Computers. He just started his second year at a temporary full-time job with 
GruntWorx (a division of Drake Software in Franklin), and says: “Life is good in 
the ‘Whee, all these years later.” WCUSpanish is glad to have Russell nearby! 

RENÉ GÁMEZ CORREA 
B.A. in Spanish and B.S. in Accounting, 2011 & M. Ac., 2013 
René, who studied abroad in Spain and in Cuba while studying at WCU, 
has been working as an accountant since his first university graduation 
in 2011, even while finishing a Masters of Accountancy. He successfully 
completed the CPA exam in 2015, the same year that he and Ana 
Quintero of Waynesville married in Indaparapeo, Michoacán, México. 
But the happiest news yet is the most recent: just a few weeks ago, 
René and Ana’s baby boy, Mateo Emilio, was born! ¡Muchísimas 
felicidades para la familia Gámez Quintero de parte de todos nosotros!  
♥♥♥ 

MIRANDA WELGOS 
B.A. in Spanish and B.S.B.A. in Business Administration and Law, 2015 
Once Miranda was bitten by the travel bug, she was never the same! She 
studied abroad in Spain, Costa Rica, Cuba, and Chile, making an extra trip to 
Peru, while finishing both of her degrees here at WCU. After spending nine 
months in Colombia teaching English to high school students, Miranda just 
returned to North Carolina. Luckily for us, she just returned to the WCU 
community as the Study Abroad Assistant in International Programs and 
Services last month. 

SHAQUILA O’SHAY MASSEY 
B.A. in Spanish and B.S. in Communication, 2016 
If you had any interaction with this young woman on WCU’s 
campus, chances are you remember that incredible singing 
voice. O’Shay is about to put that voice to work, only this time in 
a different setting. Last month, she began co-hosting a weekly 
radio show for Charlotte’s WYTV7, a non-profit organization 
affiliated with the Christian Broadcasters Network. She says she 
can’t wait to minister to people all over the country! O’Shay, 
who studied in Spain with the WCU en Valencia 2015 program, 
just keeps on making us proud. 

(Alumni Spotlight continues on next page)
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(Alumni Spotlight continued from last page) 

ABBY JOHNSON 
B.A.  Special Studies (Global Communication and Social Welfare) with 
Spanish minor, 2016 
Abby is currently employed at Verner Center for Early Learning in 
Asheville. She works with the Early Head Start program as a Family 
Advocate, and she guesses about a third of the families with whom she 
works are Spanish speaking. Abby’s position is essentially that of an in-
house social worker for the center, so she communicates with the 
families about their needs and goals, and then she connects them with 
community resources in order to help them meet those needs and attain 
those goals. She says: “I’ve been able to utilize my language skills a lot 
and feel that I have already become more comfortable and it’s only 
been a month and a half! So I’m very excited about the possibilities that 
the future holds in that way.” Abby studied in Peru to polish her Spanish, 
and it looks like that practice is proving useful now.

In February, two WCUSpanish professors travelled to 
London for two events. Lori Oxford and Alberto Centeno-
Pulido partnered up for a presentation on “Lengua e 
identidad” at Dulwich College. A few days later, Oxford and 
Centeno-Pulido participated in the “Narratives of 
D i s p l a c e m e n t ” c o n f e r e n c e o r g a n i z e d b y t h e 
Interdisciplinary Research Foundation. Centeno-Pulido 
spoke on temporal displacement in the contemporary 
Spanish television program El Ministerio del Tiempo, while 
Oxford presented her work on multiple degrees of 
displacement in Cuban-American Jennine Capó Crucet’s 
novel Make Your Home Among Strangers (2015). 

The “Narratives of Displacement” conference brought 
together scholars from over a dozen countries to discuss 
treatment of the phenomenon of displacement in media 
such as literature, film, videogames, and television.  

Oxford says that touring the grounds of Dulwich College 
and interacting with students and faculty there was the 
highlight of their week. She says that “the students there 
operate with an impressive intellectual curiosity. We went 
hoping to share a little with them about our areas of 
interest, like language varieties and intersectionality. I 
thought they would listen politely and leave, but they 
brought such a wealth of prior knowledge to our 
interaction that it felt much more like a dialogue than a 
presentation.” Oxford and Centeno-Pulido both thank Mr. 
Alex Iltchev, Head of Spanish at Dulwich College, for 
coordinating their visit. 

http://www.dulwich.org.uk/college/home
http://www.irf-network.org
http://www.rtve.es/television/ministerio-del-tiempo/la-serie/
http://jennine-crucet.squarespace.com
http://us.macmillan.com/makeyourhomeamongstrangers/jenninecapocrucet/9781250094551
http://www.dulwich.org.uk/college/home
http://www.irf-network.org
http://www.rtve.es/television/ministerio-del-tiempo/la-serie/
http://jennine-crucet.squarespace.com
http://us.macmillan.com/makeyourhomeamongstrangers/jenninecapocrucet/9781250094551
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Do you know a student in the Spanish program or an alumna or alumnus with an 

interesting story? Is there an event of interest to Spanish study that we should announce 

here? Let us know! Contact the Spanish Program coordinator with your news.  
hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh 

“Like” us on facebook:  WCU Spanish 
Follow us on twitter: @SpanishWCU 

Come by and talk to us in McKee or check us out 
 on the WCU Spanish program’s webpage.

¡Muchas gracias! 
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COME JOIN THE FUN AND PRACTICE AT TERTULIA 
Anyone	   in	   the	  WCU	  community	   is	  welcome	  to	  come	  practice	  speaking	  Spanish	  with	  us	  at	  
our	  weekly	  conversation	  hour	  at	  Tuck’s	  Tap	  &	  Grille,	  at	  5pm:

•Tuesday, Mar. 14 
•Thursday, Mar. 23 
•Tuesday, Mar. 28 
•Monday, Apr. 3 
•Monday, Apr. 10 
•Thursday, Apr. 20 
•Monday, Apr. 24 

Many thanks to Tuck’s for hosting us every week!

gringoabroad2017.wordpress.com	  …	  
…	  is	  where	  you	  can	  follow	  the	  adventures	  of	  WCUSpanish	  major	  Trevor	  Fender	  while	  he	  studies	  
in	  Heredia,	  Costa	  Rica	  this	  semester.	  Check	  out	  his	  experiences	  and	  show	  him	  some	  Catamount	  
support	  on	  his	  blog!

The	  third	  annual	  World	  Languages	  Poetry	  Event	  took	  place	  in	  February,	  with	  over	  67	  
students.	  Presenters	  at	  the	  event	  used	  Japanese,	  Spanish,	  French,	  Portuguese,	  English,	  
Russian,	  Farsi,	  and	  Tibetan	  in	  their	  poetry.	  Garrett	  Fisher,	  the	  organizer	  of	  the	  event,	  says:	  
“Students	  helped	  to	  decorate	  and	  lead	  the	  event	  this	  time,	  and	  I	  could	  not	  be	  prouder	  of	  
them.”	  WCUSpanish	  is	  happy	  to	  see	  our	  campus	  community	  come	  together	  in	  a	  
celebration	  of	  poetry	  and	  languages,	  two	  marvels	  that	  enrich	  the	  human	  experience.

http://gringoabroad2017.wordpress.com
mailto:lfoxford@wcu.edu?subject=Ideas%20for%20Spanish%20newsletter
http://www.facebook.com/WCUSpanish
http://www.twitter.com/SpanishWCU
http://www.wcu.edu/learn/departments-schools-colleges/cas/humanities/world-languages/index.aspx
http://gringoabroad2017.wordpress.com
mailto:lfoxford@wcu.edu?subject=Ideas%20for%20Spanish%20newsletter
http://www.facebook.com/WCUSpanish
http://www.twitter.com/SpanishWCU
http://www.wcu.edu/learn/departments-schools-colleges/cas/humanities/world-languages/index.aspx

