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WCUSPANISHnewsletter

Folks	   at	  WCU	  are	   already	  accustomed	   to	  hearing	  Spanish	  at	  
campus	   events,	   but	   during	   one	  week	   in	   October	   they	  were	  
able	  to	  pick	  out	  a	  distinct	  accent:	  renowned	  Cuban	  professor	  
and	  writer	  Juan	  Nicolás	  Padrón	  visited	  our	  campus.	  Padrón	  is	  
highly	  esteemed	  in	  Cuban	  cultural	  and	  literary	  circles,	  and	  he	  
regularly	   is	   invited	   to	   universities	   and	   other	   cultural	  
institutions	   throughout	   the	   Americas	   and	   Europe.	   Padrón	  
offered	   lectures	   and	   participated	   in	   Q&A	   for	   all	   upper-‐level	  
Spanish	  courses,	  gave	  a	  poetry	  reading	  in	  Spanish,	  presented	  
and	   discussed	   Lista	   de	   espera,	   a	   Cuban	   film	   in	   the	   Spanish	  
Language	   Film	   Series,	   and	   interacted	   with	   students	   at	   the	  
Tertulia.	   His	   activities	   weren’t	   limited	   to	   happenings	   in	   the	  
Department	  of	  World	  Languages,	  though:	  	  Padrón	  also	  spoke	  
as	  a	  panel	  participant	  for	  the	  International	  Studies	  Program’s	  
event,	  Global	  Spotlight:	  A	  Changing	  Cuba.	  
	   Because	   Padrón	   has	   generously	   served	   as	  
WCUSpanish’s	  primary	  contact	  in	  Havana	  during	  WCU’s	  three	  
trips	  there,	  two	  WCU	  alumnae	  returned	  to	  McKee	  to	  sit	  in	  on	  
one	  of	  his	  classes	  during	  his	  visit.	  WCUSpanish	  is	  honored	  to	  
have	  hosted	  such	  a	  prestigious	  visitor	  on	  our	  campus.	  	  	  

¡Mil	  gracias,	  Padrón,	  por	  colaborar	  con	  nosotros!

Cuban Scholar Visits Cullowhee

http://www.apple.com
http://www.apple.com
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WCU Students 
Travel to Cuba

In October 2015, four WCU students 
traveled to Havana, Cuba, where they 
met with students at the University of 
Havana to learn about ongoing 
community projects, attended lectures 
and other events, enjoyed the 
première of a documentary, chatted 
with writers of international renown, 
and interacted with Cubans in their 
homes and on the street.  The students 
were part of SPAN 493 (Cuban 
culture) on campus and were able to 
travel to Havana with two professors 
as part of their classwork. 

Below, from left:  Laura Robinson, 
Byron Tenesaca, Caroline Duffy, and 
Laura Dowell in the Plaza de la 
Revolución in Havana.
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Where are you from? 
I was born in a small village outside Cuenca, 
Ecuador. My mother migrated to the US and 
I grew up with my grandmother and aunts. 
When I was 11 my mother became a US citizen 
and brought me here. I spent two summers 
working in New Jersey but North Carolina has 
become my second home.    
Where have you traveled?  
In 2011 I graduated from high school and 
moved to WCU. Since I’m from Ecuador I’ve 
traveled there a couple of times, most recently 
this past summer. I went after not being able to 
go for four years due to college. I really 
wanted to see my family and meet 
my baby sister. I spent two 
summers in Hackensack, New 
Jersey with my sister and my 
uncles. I worked as a carpenter 
assistant, which was the trickiest 
job I’ve ever done. As a brother of 
the Delta Sigma Phi Fraternity, I’ve 
t r ave led to con ferences in 
Indianapolis, Phoenix, and Atlanta. 
This past fall break I had the 
privilege to travel to Cuba as part 
of my SPAN 493 course. I met so 
many important people in Cuba, 
and I developed lifelong friendships with the 
people that came with me. 
You study Spanish and Art.  Art is 
your passion, so where does 
Spanish come in? 
I began as a biology major and wanted to 
become a physician, but I decided to study art 
after an elderly lady at an event in the Bardo 
Fine and Performing Arts Theater told me that 
life wasn’t about making big money, that I 
should focus on what makes me happy. I decided 
to become one of the greatest artists that ever 
lived. When I moved to NC, I adapted to this 
new American culture, so when I saw the chance 
to major in Spanish, I took it so I could learn 
more about Ecuador and other Spanish-speaking 
countries. Even though I’m a Spanish and Art 
major, I get to learn about everything from 
science to philosophy. There isn’t a week where I 
don’t learn about art in my Spanish classes and 
about Spanish works in my art classes. There is 
art in everything humans do in this world and as 
an art major I’m free to explore and learn 

anything I want.  
Tell us about your role in on-
campus organizations and 
events. What do you do in your 
free time? 
I’ve been a member of The Art Guild, 
L.A.S.O., Catholic Campus Ministry, and 
Delta Sigma Phi Fraternity, in which I’ve 
been Vice-President, Community Service 
Chair, and Philanthropy Chair. I directed 
the chapter during a 2014 blood drive that 
brought in more donations than any other 
on-campus blood drive in the last seven 
years. I volunteer at other events such as 
Dance Marathon and Relay for Life, and I 
volunteer as a photographer at many local 
events. I like to edit digital negatives, and 
I’m constantly working on images and 

artwork. I enjoy spending time 
with my girlfriend and setting up 
photo-shoots. I also love fly-
fishing and there are times where 
I see myself as the protagonist of 
the film A River Runs Through It.  
How do you use your 
Spanish now? 
I use my Spanish at home with 
my family, and I’m constantly 
t r y i n g t o s p e a k S p a n i s h 
everywhere I can. When I was in 
high school I wanted to be able 

to speak perfect English, and 
sometimes I was ashamed of speaking 
Spanish around other people because of the 
negative things they had to say. I want to 
let those people know that we should be 
proud to know another language. I want to 
promote the Spanish language and let 
people see how great it is to be bilingual. 
Anything else? 
I’m starting a small business that revolves 
around commercial photography. Even 

though my main media are painting and 
drawing, I enjoy learning about the two sides 
of photography. In fine art photography I want 
to explore conceptualism and be an activist for 
human rights. With commercial photography I 
want to be a profess ional por tra i t 
photographer and have a small business where 
I can work during my free time. Chulla-
Vida.com is a website I’ve created in order to 
make my dreams a reality. You can visit the 
website and find out more about me and what 
I’m up to. Chulla Vida in Quichua means One 
Life.  

STUDENT PROFILES:  BYRON TENESACA

http://www.lonelyplanet.com/ecuador/the-southern-highlands/cuenca
http://chulla-vida.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kichwa_language
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/ecuador/the-southern-highlands/cuenca
http://chulla-vida.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kichwa_language
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Many folks in the USA think of Día de los 
Muertos (“Day of the Dead”) as a Mexican (or 
Mexican-American) version of Halloween, 
since both holidays involve images of death, 
especially skeletons.  Both holidays fall on 
dates that are very close to each other, adding 
to the confusion: Halloween is observed on 
October 31, while festivities for los Muertos 
take place on November 1 (All Saints Day) and 
November 2 (All Souls Day). However, the two 
celebrations are quite different: while 
mainstream observations of Halloween in the 
US lean toward gore and the macabre, Día de 
los Muertos is a thoughtful celebration of the 
connections between life and death, a time for 

remembering loved ones who have died. It is a 
fest ive occasion often observed in a 
community setting, more similar perhaps to 
Samhain celebrations than to modern 
Halloween.

Día de los Muertos

       Final exams are coming up! Don’t wait 
until December to start reviewing your Spanish.  
Remember that the best way to gain proficiency 
in a language is by using it on a regular basis, 
even if it’s just a few minutes a day.  Cramming 
doesn’t work for most subjects, and this is 
especially true for language learning.   

    Let’s face it, though: you get bored going 
over your notes and your textbook again and 
again, right?  In that case, it’s time to switch it 
up a bit and use some of the free tools available 
to you, whether your goal is to practice an 
element for your upcoming final exam or 
simply to communicate better in Spanish.  Try 
some of these sites or apps to strengthen your 
Spanish: 

studyspanish.com 

livemocha.com 

duolingo.com 

studyblue.com 

conjuguemos.com 

Upper level offerings for Spring 2016: 

SPAN 301 - Conversation and Composition I 
SPAN 302 - Conversation and Composition II 
SPAN 322 - Hispanic Cultures II 
SPAN 452 - Advanced Oral Communication 
SPAN 493 - The World of Don Quixote 

Remember that 301 and 302 are not sequential, 
in that you DO NOT need to take 301 before 
taking 302, and they can even be taken in the 
same semester. 

Similarly, even though 322 is called “Hispanic 
Cultures II”, you DO NOT need to have 
completed 321 to take 322. 

If you have any questions about what Spanish 
class you need or have trouble registering for 
the ones you want, contact your Spanish advisor 
or Dr. Lori Oxford for help.

http://studyspanish.com
http://livemocha.com
http://duolingo.com
http://studyblue.com
http://conjuguemos.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Day_of_the_Dead
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halloween
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_Saints%27_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_Souls%27_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samhain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Day_of_the_Dead
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halloween
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_Saints%27_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_Souls%27_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samhain
http://studyspanish.com
http://livemocha.com
http://duolingo.com
http://studyblue.com
http://conjuguemos.com
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Do you know a student in the Spanish program or an alumnus/alumna with an interesting 
story?  Is there an event of interest to Spanish study that we should announce here?  Let us 

know!  Contact Lori Oxford with your news.  
vvv 

“Like” us on facebook:  WCU Spanish 
Follow us on twitter: @SpanishWCU 

Come by and talk to us in McKee or check us out 
 on the WCU Spanish program’s webpage.

¡Muchas gracias! 
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WaLC TUTORING AVAILABLE 
The Writing and Learning Commons, or 
WaLC, is currently offering tutoring for 
this semester in Spanish with student 
tutors. Remember: most students who 
use the WaLC have Bs or better in their 
classes!  If you think you could improve 
your reading comprehension, speaking 
and writing skills, or grammar usage, 
call 227-2274 or click on the link above 
to make an appointment. If you’re 
interested in becoming a tutor, talk to 
the faculty member who teaches the 
class with which you’d like to work. 

STUDY IN COSTA RICA NEXT 
SUMMER WITH WCUSPANISH 
Garrett Fisher, an instructor in the 
WCUSpanish program, is currently 
coordinating a summer study abroad 

program in Cartago, Costa Rica for May-
June 2016.  For more information see 
this flyer or contact Garrett Fisher 
directly. 

COME PRACTICE AT TERTULIA 
Anyone in the WCU community is 
welcome to come practice speaking 
Spanish wi th us a t our weekly 
conversation hour at Tuck’s Tap & Grille 
(all tertulias begin at 4:30 p.m.): 
•  Monday, Nov. 2 
•  Monday, Nov. 9 
•  Monday, Nov. 16 
(this week’s tertulia had been previously 
scheduled for Nov. 18 but was changed 
to accommodate other events) 
•  Monday, Nov. 23 
•  Thursday, Dec. 3 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 
WCUSPANISH 

mailto:lfoxford@wcu.edu?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/WCUSpanish
http://www.twitter.com/SpanishWCU
http://www.wcu.edu/academics/departments-schools-colleges/cas/casdepts/world-languages/span/index.asp
http://www.wcu.edu/academics/campus-academic-resources/writing-and-learning-commons-walc/
http://www.wcu.edu/WebFiles/CRFlyer2016.pdf
mailto:gdfisher@wcu.edu?subject=Study%20in%20Costa%20Rica
http://www.wcu.edu/academics/campus-academic-resources/writing-and-learning-commons-walc/
http://www.wcu.edu/WebFiles/CRFlyer2016.pdf
mailto:gdfisher@wcu.edu?subject=Study%20in%20Costa%20Rica
mailto:lfoxford@wcu.edu?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/WCUSpanish
http://www.twitter.com/SpanishWCU
http://www.wcu.edu/academics/departments-schools-colleges/cas/casdepts/world-languages/span/index.asp

