
Environmental Health QEP Impact Report – Fall 2012 

The Environmental Health program has integrated the QEP and our own EHAC accreditation 

requirements into our curriculum.  The strength of the ENVH program student learning 

outcomes is the vast amount of engaged and experiential learning that comprises the majority 

of our upper level courses.   

All outcomes were measured in several of our courses through student projects in the 

community.  For example, in ENVH 310/311, students were required to assess the health of 

surface water using physical, chemical and biological parameters.  This requires them to assess 

data they collected from the real world and compare it to scholarly sources (integrate complex 

information) and synthesize the information to create recommendations for improvement 

(solves complex problems).  From their analysis, they are required to create a technical lab 

report and presentation (artifacts/capture points) to the local community that is affected by the 

surface water (communicate effectively and responsibly) A rubric is used to evaluate the report 

and presentation. Since the project takes place in the community, they are forced to consider 

local customs/regulations that may impact water quality and discover how to best serve that 

community through their report and recommendations (practice civic engagement).  In 

addition, students work in teams on this project – this requires them to work collaboratively, 

identify their own and others strengths and weaknesses, and become adaptable as project 

obstacles emerge.  Students also complete peer evaluations to assess their ability to work on a 

team.  Last, this experience helps them discover if they would like to pursue an internship or 

permanent employment in water quality (clarify and act on purpose and values).   

Based on the technical lab report and oral presentations from the Fall 2011 class, students were 

successful in integrating these experiences.  Two areas of improvement were identified: ask 

students if/how the QEP learning objectives were met from their prospective and how the 

process could be improved, and to find opportunities to collaborate with local agencies to 

enhance civic engagement.  

Other examples of QEP implementation revolved around our student project of monitoring for 

radon around campus and taking a field trip to Hobcaw Barony to enhance the learning 

experience in Medical Entomology.  Posters are included on the next page and provide quotes 

from students about their learning experiences and their activities. 

 



 

 


