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Course Purpose: To provide information about the subcultures found within the student body of the American college or university; to provide professional approaches in dealing with these groups so as to assimilate them into the student body and to facilitate their academic success.

Course Objectives:

1. To identify various subcultures and analyze them for common characteristics

2. To share information about these groups

3. To provide students with the opportunity for independent research regarding these groups

4. To investigate campus services available to students within these groups so as to facilitate their academic success

5. To familiarize students with literature and research regarding collegiate subcultures

6. To provide students with personal contact and interaction with members of subcultures found on the American college or university campus

Focus Questions:

As the class addresses each subculture, we will focus on these questions:

1. What are their common characteristics?

2. What are their rituals?

3. Do they have a tradition? a history?

4. What issues confront this group on campus?

5. Are there developmental issues for this group?

6. How can student personnel and other campus professionals facilitate the group's acceptance on campus?

7. Is there a future for members of this subculture beyond the campus?

Required Reading:

We will not use one textbook in this course. Instead, you will be asked to do a reading of your choice each week and to use your research as the basis for an oral presentation on the topic as well as background material for open class discussion. The readings selected should be scholarly in nature, perhaps from professional journals or other scholarly publications, and of sufficient length and depth as to provide background for class discussions.

Course Requirements:

Class Participation: It is vital that you attend class and that you participate in our discussions. We will follow a seminar format, and there will be no lectures. Therefore, you can only learn if you come prepared to share - to teach others. One more thing: participation by its very definition must be active. You cannot participate by watching and listening; you must speak and share your ideas.


Because of the nature of the material discussed, you may not share the opinions of guest presenters or your classmates. You are expected to be open to ideas of others and be polite to them when and if you disagree with what is being presented.

Reading Summaries: You are expected to read at least one article on that week's topic and to present a one page typed summary of one article. You will also be called upon to present, informally, on your reading.(Please use the focus questions as appropriate as you write and present.) Each summary should end with your critique of the article. You should present your opinion! 


Summaries will be evaluated upon clarity, accuracy, and the soundness of your critique.

Course Bibliography: You are expected to develop and maintain a course bibliography, organized in chronological order, as a record of the articles you have read. Remember that you will not summarize every reading you read; however, your bibliography will include all your readings. Please use APA format.

Immersion Project: You are expected to have an "immersion experience" in which you participate in a culture other than your own. This project will have three distinct parts:

1. an observation in which you attend an event pertinent to the subculture, (i.e. a lecture or a film)

2. an information seeking experience in which you interview cultural group members or talk with authority figures who are part of or who deal with the group. 

3. a participation in which you actually participate in an event or meeting of the cultural group (i.e. a church service, a group meeting, or a cultural event.) This third level of immersion differs from the first in that it includes substantial and active involvement in the culture. 


You are expected to write a three-page typed report in which you explain your involvement in the three distinct steps, summarizing your experience and findings. You should end with a critique: how did this immersion experience "stretch" your thinking.


This project will be evaluated on thoroughness, effort, insight and creativity, rather than content.

Presentation: You will present a 15 minute summary of your immersion project to the class toward the end of the semester. You may use handouts, videos or any other aids to enhance you presentation.

Paper: You will write a five-page paper on one issue facing a cultural group. This is not an overview of the group as a whole. It is an in-depth study of one issue facing that group. Please site references used and employ APA format.

Grading:

1. Class Participation                                               25%

2. Reading Summaries and Course Bibliography   25%

3. Immersion Project                                               20%

4. Presentation                                                           5%

5. Paper                                                                    25%

Class Standards:


As a graduate student, you are expected to adhere to the high ethical standards of the profession of student services. You are expected to be academically honest and to behave with integrity. You are strongly encouraged to become familiar with the university's policy on integrity and honesty. You need to be aware of and conform to the Code of Student Conduct found in the student handbook.


All submitted work is expected to be original or properly referenced and documented.

Technology Use: 


Continuing use of email is expected. Assignments are to be word-processed. I will maintain office hours from 1:00pm to 4:00pm Mondays by email and from 4:00pm to 5:00pm each Monday before class.
Course Schedule: (tentative and subject to change)


January 8          Introductions


January 15        MLK Holiday - No class


January 22        Financial Aid Students


January 29        Non-traditional and Transfer Students


February 5        Fraternities and Sororities


February 12      Gay/Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender Student


February 19      African American Students


February 26      Students with Disabilities


March 5           Spring Break - No class


March 12         Resident Students


March 19         International Students


March 26         Immersion Project Presentations (Immersion Project Papers due)


April 2             Athletes


April 9             Paper Research Day - No class


April 16           Hispanic/Latino/Native American Students (paper due)


April 23           Religious Groups
