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Center for Service Learning

The Jacob Spencer Medford Scholarships
INFORMATION

For further information on the program, please contact 

Jennifer Cooper (jacooper@email.wcu.edu)

Center for Service Learning
273 Belk
Western Carolina University
(828) 227-7184
Or visit servicelearning.wcu.edu
J

acob Spencer Medford Scholarship recipients – “Medford Scholars” – benefit from an endowed fund that generates five $1,000 scholarships each year.  The fund was established in 2003 by the family of Jacob (Jake) Medford, of Marion, NC – a Western Carolina University student who was killed in an automobile accident in 2002.

The scholarships are awarded annually through a competitive process to deserving students who have demonstrated exemplary commitment to community service and academic achievement.  


Medford Scholars: “Students Supporting Students in Service Learning”
The Medford Scholarship application process begins in January, with a mid-March deadline (March 13, 2009).  The announcement of recipients is made at the annual Service-Learning Awards on the fourth Thursday of April, when Scholars completing their year in the program are also recognized. 

Medford Scholars serve primarily as Peer Mentors and Reflection Leaders for Service Learning.  Service learning is a teaching/learning approach that combines community service with academic instruction, focusing on critical, reflective thinking and fostering civic responsibility.  Students participate in organized activities that address community needs and enrich learning.

Requirements for Medford Scholars:
· Be enrolled as a full-time student at WCU
· Maintain a GPA of 3.00 (minimum)
· Attend an orientation and regular meetings scheduled by the Center for Service Learning
· Make presentations to first-year classes and student organizations
· Serve as Community Service Site Leaders for Make a Difference Day (4th Saturday of October)
· Assist with the Annual Community Service-Learning Fair and Admissions Open Houses
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