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Mike McCloy, the WCU alumnus of 2014, is out to save the natural world. This isn’t surprising 

seeing as during the time he was completing his BS in natural resources conservation and 

management at WCU, he received the E.J. Whitmire Undergraduate Leadership Award in 2013. 

Also during this time, he worked as a seasonal biologist for the Bird Conservancy of the Rockies 

in the northern Great Plains, and served as an intern for the Institute for Bird Populations in 

Mount Rainier National Park in Washington, as well as in Fort Leonard Wood in Missouri. 

 

“I knew from a very young age what I wanted to go into,” explained McCloy. “The department 

of natural resources did an excellent job with the material and preparation for my career.”  

McCloy said that the department provided ample leadership opportunities to allow students to 

“experience challenges to push them.” WCU’s Peter Bates and Brian Kloeppel had a “profound” 

influence on McCloy and they among many other of his professors helped shape him and his 

career path.  

 

As an undergrad, McCloy served as both president and vice-president of the WCU student 

chapter of The Wildlife Society and he continues to be involved with the organization. In 2014, 

he received the Ken Wilson Student Award through the N.C. Wildlife Society and has also 

served as a regional vice-president of the Carolina Bird Club. Recently, McCloy was nominated 

and elected onto the N.C. Bird Records Committee.  

 

“This organization includes birders and ornithologists whose role is to evaluate and maintain 

official bird records for the state,” said McCloy.   

 

Since graduation, McCloy has worked in seasonal field research jobs similar to those he held 

during college and in January, 2016 began work in the environmental consulting field as an 

Ecologist for Corblu Ecology Group, LLC out of Lawrenceville, GA.  

 

McCloy’s advice for current students is to “network with other students, professors and 

professionals in your field.” He says to take advantage of leadership roles both at WCU, 

academic and extra-curricular, and in the community. But, most importantly: “Take advantage of 

summer internships; they will help you obtain a job when you graduate by contributing to your 

resume.” 

 


