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Julia McLeod, the WCU alumna of 2008, has gone from being the student to becoming the 

teacher. For over seven years, McLeod was a lecturer in the English department at WCU, but her 

journey began long before. After receiving a bachelor's degree in English Literature from 

Campbell University in 1989, McLeod went on to study English literature and letters at WCU 

and received her master's in 2008.  
 

“Graduate school was the beginning of a new career for me as literary scholar and teacher,” said 

McLeod. “At Western, my dream of being a college professor began.” 

 

She says, “the faculty’s enthusiasm, both in the classroom and in their own research, challenged 

me and encouraged me to follow my dreams.”  
 

While at WCU, McLeod pursued her interests in women’s literature and cultural studies and 

became “a part of a vibrant and engaged scholarship community” where faculty supported her 

with their time, interest, and recommendations.  

 

There were key faculty members at WCU who contributed to McLeod’s continued interest in 

English and helped pave the path for her career as a professor. One of these professors, Annette 

Debo, especially engaged McLeod’s interest in being a literary scholar.  
 

“As my mentor, she offered practical guidance about careers in literary scholarship so that I 

knew what to expect and how to prepare myself, and her excellence in teaching served as a 

model of excellence in the field that I seek to emulate in my own classroom,” said McLeod. 

 

Laura Wright and Jim and Elizabeth Addison have been great supporters of McLeod’s career. 

McLeod remembers her years at WCU fondly saying that the graduate English department “is 

both academically challenging and of the highest quality, laying a solid foundation for anyone 

who hopes to pursue a path in English higher education.”  

 

McLeod continues to come back to WCU each summer to teach as a part of the Academic 

Success Program. She has just finished her doctorate. at the University of Tennessee in 19th 

century American literature and is currently a postdoctoral lecturer in their English department. 


