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For over 30 years, Ed Jordan, the WCU alumnus of 1970, “created chemistry.” As 

superintendent of a BASF plant located in Anderson, South Carolina, this former 

chemistry major played a major role in the development and commercialization of 

solution dyed nylon for carpet and textile applications. These filaments, carefully 

constructed under Jordan’s watch, would go on to be used in carpet and trim by mega-

corporations like General Motors in the mid 1980s and early 1990s. 

 

Still, before joining the German-based research and development company, this WCU 

alumnus got his start in Cullowhee. There, advanced chemistry courses and research 

projects exposed Jordan to industry grade instruments while basic calculus introduced 

him to quality control methods, which would prove to be useful later in his career. 

Beyond Stillwell, liberal studies classes in psychology and art appreciation molded him 

into both a “well-rounded” individual and manager.  

 

After bidding farewell to WCU, Jordan pushed toward the American Enka Company in 

Lowland, Tennessee. There, he worked as a special analyst in a nylon and polyester 

quality control laboratory. Using his background in chemistry, he excelled from 1970 to 

1977, even moving up to a polymerization engineering position. 

 

Synthetic fiber leader Dow Badische then offered Jordan a job as a product engineer in 

development and manufacturing at their Anderson, South Carolina plant. Though he only 

stayed for three years, the experience allowed for an easy transition into BASF, yet 

another chemical producer. 

 

For over twenty years, this former Catamount served as assistant superintendent for home 

furnishings, superintendent of nylon staple, production and analytical services manager, 

and laboratory services manager. In 2003, at the age of 55, Jordan retired.  

 

Reflecting on the past, he believes that his career and education sculpted him into a 

multifaceted person. Students, he says, must study both their major and beyond, honing 

in on soft and hard skills. Becoming more familiar with investing, before learning it “the 

hard way,” also goes far.  

 

“Students should learn all they can; you never know what will be of big help,” said 

Jordan. “Your degree from WCU will only give you a good start, the major ingredient in 

success is still hard work.” 


